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Taking Action in Tel Aviv-Jaffa

    by Iyad Abi Sarsaari and Nur Minaouwi, members of the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Youth Activism Group
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Our group of youth from Tel Aviv and Jaffa, aged 16-18, began its meetings this year uni-nationally, where we spoke about our expectations of ourselves a part of a group that would meet with the ‘other’ side (Jews) as well as our expectations about the ‘other’ side itself.  After four parallel uni-national meetings, both groups decided that we were ready to meet as a bi-national group.

Initially, we worried that we would not be able to reach decisions with the other half of our group, but we soon realized that we could agree on many things and make group decisions despite our differences in culture and nationality.  Early on in our bi-national meetings we found common ground between us and had discussions about the Arab-Jewish conflict.  However, after half a year of dialogue meetings, we decided to stop the discussions because we felt we were not reaching our full potential as a group. Therefore, we instead decided to take greater initiative; to be more active in our community, taking what we learned from dialoguing and putting it into action by organizing projects, events and other activities. 

Our first such initiative took place in late April when we organized a bi-national block party on Jerusalem Boulevard, the main street in Jaffa.  Our goals for the block party were:

1. To publicize the Sadaka Reut bi-national youth 
movement and how it contributes to the Jaffa community as well as to greater Israeli society.

2. To organize the first block party ever in Jaffa that would have people talking about it and its organizers for many weeks after the event.

3.  To include two sectors (Arab and Jewish) together, in cooperation in all aspects of producing the event.
As a bi-national group we sought out donations and contributions from people who wanted to help us advance our cause and wanted to participate in this bi-national street party.  During the planning process for the block party, we decided we also wanted to put on a theater performance that would be presented during the party.  Through these efforts we were able to put together an exciting event, deemed by all involved as a big success, not to be forgotten.

It is important for us to mention that the Theater Group, with the help of Raz, their facilitator and former ‘One Year of Life for Coexistence’ member, continues its work today, producing more shows and performances. 
We are proud of our work as a bi-national group because we feel that what we did, continue to do and intend to do in the future, helps and contributes greatly to advancing the community in Jaffa as well as Israeli society.
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Yaffa Ana – Youth Creating their own Media
by Osnat Longman, magazine editor and former commune member 
Until recently, although local newspapers are common throughout Israel and especially the Tel Aviv area, there was not a single local newspaper in the city of Jaffa.  During the 1920s and 1930s, while Jaffa was a thriving and vibrant port city; one of the main trade centers in the region, there were six different newspapers, in three languages, coming out of the city.  Today, looking at the neglect the city has suffered over the past half century, it is difficult to imagine such prolific printed media.    
At the ‘Markaz’- Center for Bi-National Activism in Jaffa, we decided to change this situation, both because we believe in the importance of locally printed media, and because we wanted to created another platform to promote our goals.  Therefore, we decided to establish a bi-lingual youth magazine, Yaffa Ana, designed to empower local youth, while at the same time promoting Arab-Jewish cooperation and dialogue.  The youth involved are responsible for writing all of the articles and furthermore, the magazine serves as a stage to publish poetry and photography created by local youth.  In the future, we hope to bring professionals to give workshops which will further empower the youth to be active with the media, teaching them formatting, graphic design and editing skills. 
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Last month, the first edition of the magazine came out and was a smashing success, as measured by the outstanding feedback we received from readers and the Jaffa community. It included several articles, all printed in both Hebrew and Arabic, on issues relevant to youth and the community in Jaffa, such as police presence and education throughout the city, recent community events and activities and perceptions of Jaffa.  Additionally, poetry and photography from youth in several Sadaka Reut/Markaz programs (namely a creative writing group and a photography project) were published.  Two thousand copies of the magazine were printed and distributed around Jaffa, neighborhoods of Tel Aviv and beyond. 

We are now beginning work on the second edition of magazine and we are very excited about its prospects. We believe that such a professionalized local magazine has the potential to connect the varied populations of Jaffa, strengthen our community and contribute much to our society.  
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Oasis of Peace – Challenges and Potential
    by Raz Weiner, group facilitator and former commune member 

The Neve Shalom – Wahat As-Salam village, like the encounter group that has been running in the village for the last 6 months, is not a regular occurrence in Israeli society.  As an organization working to promote Arab-Jewish youth partnership and create an encounter between these youth, who usually do not have opportunities to meet, Sadaka Reut’s choice to work in an Arab-Jewish village is significant.                                                                   


(continued on next page)
Neve Shalom – Wahat As-Salam was established in the 1980’s by youth and families from both Jewish and Arab nationalities who shared a dream of creating a mixed community which would pose as an example for the possibility of joint Arab-Jewish life. The members of the Sadaka Reut youth group in the village are therefore members of the first generation that was born in this experimental Arab-Jewish community. For them, the concept of Arab-Jewish encounter is not new. They grew up in a place where all the local institutions are run by joint Arab-Jewish councils. Most of these youth attended the same bi-national/bi-lingual kindergarten and primary school in the village.  However, this joint bi-national life was challenged when they graduated from the local primary school. Because the village is not large enough to support a junior high or high school, youth from Neve Shalom –Wahat As-Salam spread out in neighboring Arab or Jewish schools to continue their education. Most of the Jewish youths, as well as several of the Arabs, attend a Jewish school on a neighboring kibbutz. The rest of the Arab pupils enlist in the Arab Orthodox school of Ramle, a neighboring mixed city. 

The youth group, which met weekly throughout the school year, discussed subjects related to contact with the world outside of the village, mainly concerning the norm of segregation between Arab and Jewish populations of Israel and difficulties these youths face in dealing with these norms.  We also discussed the different identity and peer groups to which we feel we belong and those which are assigned to us by society.  Our discussions also covered the different power relations in out society and the changes we want to see and create in the world around us.  Towards the end of the year, we also held a set of gender-segregated meetings, which allowed more in-depth and open discussions of issues that did not come up in the co-ed group.  

This first experience of running a group with youth from Neve Shalom –Wahat As-Salam has shown us the potential imbedded in working with teenagers who are already familiar with the norms and challenges of joint bi-national partnership and life.  We hope that this potential will be realized as we continue our work in the activity year to come, for which we, and our youth, and eagerly anticipating. 

  

Volunteering at Sadaka Reut
by Hannah Weitzer, NIF/Shatil Social Justice Fellow

When I arrived in Jaffa and at Sadaka Reut this past September, as a volunteer through a New Israel Fund/Shatil Social Justice Fellowship, I did not know what exactly to expect.  Arab-Jewish cooperation and partnership was something I had believed in strongly, yet had not had much opportunity to see in action.  “Social justice” was such a broad term that I had trouble imagining how it would be implemented in a social change organization, but from the beginning of my stay here, I was impressed by what I found.  
At a time when Arab-Jewish cooperation is not nearly as prevalent as it should be, it was wonderfully refreshing to enter an environment where it is the norm, not the exception.  It has been exciting to observe and become involved in some of the workshops, bi-national youth groups, activities, events and community projects that Sadaka Reut operates. I have also had the opportunity to initiate new projects, such as an English language course for local high school students.  And as the summer approaches, and with it Sadaka Reut’s annual volunteer work camp, I am working with one of the commune members on planning a bi-national day camp for Jaffa children. Such projects have helped me integrate not only into the Sadaka Reut family, 
but also into the larger Jaffa community. Throughout the course of the year, I have enjoyed becoming part of the organization, both in and out of the office, and being a part of the effort to bring about social change in Israel.  

However, as I have become more deeply involved in social change work in Israel, I have begun to realize just how great the need is for change and 
how slow and challenging it can be to tackle these complex issues.  But at the same time, nine months into my fellowship, I continue to be impressed and inspired by many of the people who I work with and who I have met who dedicate themselves to this challenging work.  Social change in general, and likewise in Israel, is a slow process especially when working from a grassroots level.  But I believe that starting at this local level is the most effective in the long-term and I am glad to be able to play a small role in working for this change.  


Valuing Theater and Community in Jaffa

by Nadim, member of the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Theater group

Many people like to watch television and visit the movie theater.  Who of us doesn’t admire an actor or an actress, and who hasn’t put up a picture of one of these actors on the wall in his or her room? 
But few of us are aware of the meaning and great power of the theatrical stage.  The theater is ancient; it existed long before cinema and television.  In spite of technology and the invention of the camera, the studio and computers, the theater still continues to accompany human culture.  What is its secret?  Movies and television programs appear and disappear, but plays by William Shakespeare and others live on for hundreds of years.

In our childhood we loved plays, we fell in love with roles, theater was part of our lives, and we dreamed of becoming actors and actresses one day.  And finally we found a group of people, who shared 
our interest in this dream.  And as we work to develop a generation of theater, we quickly felt very comfortable as a group and developed among us a sense of true camaraderie.  Our work in the theater group has allowed us to familiarize ourselves with the theatrical stage, to increase our qualifications and to enrich our theater experience.  Our group is made up of people looking to bring happiness to others and to ourselves through theater, which raises our feelings of spiritual quiet and calm.

Blessings to everyone who gave and gives to the work of theater and develops future generations.  And warm blessings to Sadaka Reut’s theater group in Jaffa.

Learning and Growing through facilitation
by Mahdi Naamneh, TCF facilitator and commune member
When I was asked to facilitate workshops for Sadaka Reut’s ‘Toward a Common Future’ program, I had mixed emotions.  I had never facilitated before, so part of me was extremely scared, but on the other hand I knew that I very much wanted to take on this challenge and have this experience because I knew it would teach me many things.  I wanted to gain experience as a leader and facilitator for a group and to gain self-confidence standing in front of people.  But because I was nervous about my lack of prior experience, I deliberated about whether or not to accept this position and facilitate workshops.  In the end, I decided to facilitate and my first facilitation experience took place with the 9th grade class at the Orthodox school in Ramle, a Christian high school with both Muslim and Christian students. 

One the day of the first workshop, I was dying of fright when I first arrived at the school.  I was extremely nervous to stand in front of a class and facilitate a workshop for the first time.  My nervousness increased as I approached the classroom, but after we entered the class and began to speak, my co-facilitator and I began to adjust to the class and the environment.  My adjustment process was aided by my more practiced co-facilitator, Fadi Azar, who helped me greatly to cope with the fascinating experience of facilitating.  Because he had more background in facilitation he took the lead and allowed me to enter more slowly, but still connect to the class and from him I learned a great deal about how to facilitate; what questions are worthwhile to ask and which are not, what to do and not do in front of a class.  After an hour and a half, we finished the workshop.  I had enjoyed it tremendously and I very much wanted to do it again.
In every workshop that I facilitated, I would learn something new from the class or from my co-facilitator which helped my goal of gaining as much as possible from the facilitation experience.  Despite my desire and interest to make the workshops as beneficial as possible for me and the class, it was not always easy with the students.  There were some students who wanted too much attention, who interrupted their friends and us (the facilitators) and we had to have the strength to deal with these students and these situations while remaining calm, not getting annoyed and finding alternatives to sending them out of the classroom so that they could remain part of the session. 
Now, after facilitating three classes and a total of sixteen workshops, I have to say that I am very happy with the experience I had.  Even those this is a small number of workshops overall, I learned a lot and I plan to continue with this work because I don’t want to give up these powerful learning and teaching experiences. 
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